
T U L A N E  U N I V E R S I T Y  
School of Medicine 

NEW ORLEANS 12,  LA. 

Deparfment of Surgery 
1430 Tulme Avenue 

September 4,  1956 

D r .  Michael E .  DeBakey 
Department of Surgery 
Baylor Un ive r s i ty  
College of Medicine 
Houston, Texas 

Dear Mike: 

You w i l l  no te  from t h e  enclosed c l i p p i n g  t h a t  our  
"medicine showtr i s  now on t h e  road. From here on, t h e  Sabine 
River  is  t h e  boundary and, gentlemen t h a t  you a r e ,  I know you 
and Denton w i l l  r e s p e c t  it! 

John Over s t r ee t  t o l d  us  o f  t h e  magnificent arch r e -  
s e c t i o n s .  I ' m  a l i t t l e  put  o u t ,  however, f o r  now we w i l l  have 
t o  look elsewhere f o r  a ??first." Speaking of  f irsts,  I am s u r e  
t h e  s ta tement  i n  t h e  paper is  i n c o r r e c t ,  f o r  I vaguely remember 
a r e p o r t  by B i l l  S c o t t  o r  someone i n  t h e  South concerning a 
similar t raumat ic  s e p t a l  d e f e c t .  

Things a r e  beginning t o  t a k e  shape here .  We have two 
o r  t h r e e  small p r o j e c t s  underway and work i s  going ahead on t h e  
new card iovascular  l abora to ry .  The e n t i r e  program is dependent 
upon procurement of  t h e  funds from t h e  N. I .H .  and I hope you 
will keep t h i s  i n  mind when t h e  Study Sec t ion  meets nex t .  

Everyone has  been most cooperat ive and George Burch 
has  been p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l .  The most s i g n i f i c a n t  problem a t  
t h e  moment is  t h e  g e n e r a l  lack of  confidence i n  card iovascular  
surgeons shown by our  p e d i a t r i c  col leagues.  It is  appa ren t ly  
based on some miserable  p a s t  experiences and is  e n t i r e l y  j u s t i -  
f i e d .  The case l a s t  Friday should s e r v e  n o t i c e  t h a t  a '?new team" 
has  a r r i v e d .  Dan opera ted  on a congeni ta l  T.E. f i s t u l a  l a s t  week 
i n  such a r a p i d  and h igh ly  s u c c e s s f u l  manner t h a t  everyone w a s  
amazed. 
both of t h e  p a t i e n t s  being i d e a l  candida tes  and t h e  ope ra t ions  
simple as could be ,  but  oh! how impressed everyone was. Can you 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  procedure had never been done a t  Char i ty  Hospi ta l?  

We d i d  a couple of femoral bypass procedures on Thursday, 
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I would r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  make a speech of  g r a t i t u d e  t o  
you fo r  a l l  t h e  many t h i n g s  you've done f o r  m e  bu t  it would make 
t h i s  l e t t e r  s o  long you probably wouldn't r ead  it through, The 
t h i n g  I must s a y ,  however, is  t h a t  I a m  most g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  
oppor tuni ty  and s t imulus  you provided m e  t o  develop as a surgeon. 
When I t h i n k  back over t h e  yea r s  s i n c e  I l e f t  here  it becomes ap- 
parent  t h a t  i n  any o t h e r  environment I would probably have ac- 
complished nothing,  Your cons tan t  example o f  high-principled ag- 
g res s iveness ,  i n d u s t r y  and c u r i o s i t y  a f forded  a p e r f e c t  c u l t u r e  
medium f o r  a young surgeon. Equally important ,  your l o y a l t y  and 
eminent f a i r n e s s  i n  every th ing  assured t h e  s e c u r i t y  s o  necessary 
f o r  good work. F i n s l l y ,  I needn ' t  t e l l  you how much I apprec ia t e  
your s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f o r t s  i n  my behal f  with regard t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  
he re ,  
i t y  w i l l  affirm your judgement and t h a t  what we do here  w i l l  be a 
source of p r i d e  t o  you. 

I on ly  hope t h a t  t h i s  Department of  Surgery by i t s  productiv- 

I wish you would convey t o  a l l  t h e  members of t h e  Depart- 
ment my s i n c e r e  thanks  f o r  t h e  magnificent desk-set. It i s  just 
what w a s  needed t o  dress-up D r .  Matast desk! 

You promised t o  send m e  your photograph - I have reserved  
t h e  p lace  of honor f o r  it. 

Looking forward t o  see ing  you next  week, and w i t h  k indes t  
regards ,  

S i n c e r e l y  yours,  

OSCAR CREECH, J R . ,  M.D. 


